
Basic 2-over-1 principles and definitions
2-over-1 forcing-to-game is  on  only when your side opens 1H or 1S in 1st or 2nd seat and the next player passes 
and responder makes a non-jump bid of 2 of a new suit. The only relevant auctions are:

1♦ - 2♣, 1♥ - 2♣, 1♥ - 2♦, 1♠ - 2♣, 1♠ - 2♦, 1♠ - 2♥

If choose to play the auction 1♦ - 2♣, as forcing to game, you'll want to make other modifications to your 
system. The Forcing Notrump response is not used after a 1D opener, so if you specify that a 2C response is a 
game-force, you need to define how you'll show an invitational hand with clubs. You can describe some of these 
hands by adding the agreement that the auction 1D-3C -- or the auction 1D-2C-2D-3C -- is invitational (10-11 
pts., 6+-card suit). If partner opens 1D and you hold invitational strength with only five clubs, a jump to 2NT 
will usually be the best alternative for your first response.
2-over-1 meanings are  off  when: Partner opens 1D (Lawrence-style 2-over-1). If you play Hardy style, the 
auction 1D-2C is forcing to game.
Opener is in 3rd or 4th seat. A passed hand cannot force to game. Your opponent (responder's RHO) makes an 
overcall or double. In competition, all of responder's bids revert to their standard meanings:

After an intervening overcall, responder's new-suit bid shows a long suit and decent values, but it is not 
forcing to game. It could be as few as 8-9 pts. if you have a strong suit.

After an intervening double, responder's 2-level bid of a new suit is weak (5-9 pts.). After an overcall or a 
double, a 1NT response is standard (7-10 pts. with a stopper) and is not forcing.

Game level is defined as 3NT or 4 of a suit. If your trump suit is a major, the  4-of-a-suit  agreement will get you 
to game. Note, though, that if your trump suit is a minor, you are not forced all the way to 5C or 5D. Even if 
you've made a 2-over-1 response, your auction can end at 4C or 4D if that's your agreed suit. 
A 2-over-1 response is just one of the ways you can show game values. You do not have to make a 2-over-1 with 
all game-forcing hands.
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Playing the 2-over-1 system does not affect the meanings of other auctions. One-level 
responses (1H-1S) and direct raises of partner's suit (single, limit and forcing) have the same 
meanings as in standard bidding. Other conventions and treatments -- strong or weak jump 
shifts, Bergen raises, Jacoby 2NT, splinter bids, New Minor Forcing, etc. -- can be included in 
your 2-over-1 system with no modifications. 
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1 NT Forcing
This section introduces the downside of two-over-one game forcing. The 1NT response has to cover a much 
wider range of hands. This leads to the need to play the response of 1NT as forcing, when the opening bid is a 
major suit. 1NT is not forcing in response to a minor suit, because responder has more bidding room. 1NT 
also isn’t forcing by a passed hand.

Playing two-over-one game forcing appears to make the partnership’s bidding much easier. There’s no longer 
any question of whether partner’s bid is invitational or forcing after a two-over-one response. As with all 
conventions,  however, there is a price to pay. You can’t play two-over-one game forcing
without adding another conventional agreement. 

Responder’s Rebid after a Forcing 1NT Response.
The forcing 1NT response is quite straightforward to apply — responder bids 1NT with any hand unsuitable 
for a two-over-one response. The challenge arises at responder’s second bid, after hearing opener’s rebid. This 
section covers responder’s options. It is important to emphasize that responder must bid again with an 
invitational-strength hand — the same type of hand that would have led to an invitational sequence, if the 
partnership was not playing 1NT forcing.

Handling Interference
1. This section covers the major exceptions to two-over-one game forcing. When there is interference over the 
opening bid, responder’s two-over-one response is no longer game forcing. In addition, when responder is a 
passed hand, a two-over-one response is no longer forcing — to game or otherwise.

2. The effect on 1NT forcing after interference by the opponents is discussed. A 1NT response becomes 
natural, if there is an immediate overcall or takeout double after the opening bid. Interference after a 1NT 
forcing response removes the obligation for opener to manufacture a rebid.
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1. Is 1D-2C forcing to game? Recommendation: Yes, but you must make other modifications to your 
system.

2. Does the Forcing 1NT response deny opening-bid values? Recommendation: Yes
3. Does opener’s rebid of his suit guarantee a 6+-card suit? (1H-2D-2H) Recommendation: No
4. Does opener’s direct raise of responder’s minor show extra values? (1H-2C-3C) Recommendation: 

Yes. Note: “Extra values” should be around 16+ playing points with 
4+-card support.

5. Does opener’s 2-level reverse rebid show extra values? (1H-2C-2S) Recommendation: Yes
6. Does opener’s high-level reverse rebid (3 of a new suit) show extra values? (1H-2D-

3C) Recommendation: Yes
7. If responder rebids his minor (1S-2C-2S-3C), is it forcing? Recommendation: Yes
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On layout 1: South opens the bidding 1♦. What call does North make? (1NT/2NT.) This is a little 
awkward playing two-over-one game forcing, because North isn’t strong enough to respond 2♣, committing 
the partnership to game.  If the partnership would treat a 2NT response as forcing, showing a balanced hand 
of 13 or more points, then North’s only option is to respond 1NT. With 11 high-card points, there’s some 
danger that the partnership will miss a game. Opener will pass with a minimum hand containing as many as 
15 or 16 points.  To get around this, many partnerships play a jump response to 2NT over an opening bid of 
1♣ or 1♦ as invitational, showing 11 or 12 points. This works well in concert with two-over-one game 
forcing. 

On layout 2: South’s opening bid is 1♦. What would North respond? (1♥.) South would show a four-card 
major suit at the one level by responding 1♥.  South now rebids 1NT. What call would North make? 
(Pass.) South is showing a minimum balanced hand, and North would pass. The partnership can stop in 
1NT, when the opening bid is a minor suit.

On layout 3: 1NT. Playing standard methods, North would be too strong for 1NT. Playing two-over-one, a 
1NT response is forcing, so North will have an opportunity to show additional strength on the rebid. 

On layout 4: 1NT. The forcing 1NT response doesn’t promise a balanced hand.

On layout 5: 1NT. North has enough strength for a limit raise in hearts but only three-card support. North 
should start with a forcing 1NT response, planning to bid 3♥ at the next opportunity.
When the partnership plays two-over-one game forcing, it usually also plays 1NT forcing in response to an 
opening major suit bid. 1NT is non forcing in response to a minor-suit opening bid or when responder is a 
passed hand.
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When it is time for responder to make a rebid, opener has twice, providing a good description of opener's 
hand. Responder will usually be able to decide WHERE the partnership belongs- Any bid by responder below 
the game level is still forcing, so there; no need to jump to game if there is uncertainty about the best contract 
Responder's options are:
1. Agree on a trump suit if that hasn't happened already  
2. Rebid a six-card or longer suit.
3. Suggest notrump if there is no major-suit fit.
4. Bid the fourth suit to get more information from opener.

1. AGREEING ON A TRUMP SUIT
Once the partnership can agree on a major suit, the only remaining decision will be whether to move toward 
slam. Once responder raises ♠s, the trump suit has been agreed . With nothing extra, opener simply bids game. 
Responder has nothing more to say.

Here responder has support for opener's second suit, ♥s, and shows this by raising to the three level. 
Responder must have at least four-card support to raise opener's second suit. Responder doesn't have to jump 
to game, since 3♥ is still forcing. Responder has a little extra, and there might be a slam. However, when 
opener makes no move toward slam, responder settles for game. If opener has raised responder's minor suit, is 
possible that the partnership belongs in a major suit or notrump.

2. REBIDDING A SUIT
If opener hasn't raised responder's suit, responder can bid to show a six-card or longer suit. After opener 
rebids 2NT to show a balanced hand, responder rebids the heart suit to show the extra length. Opener now is 
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an eight-card major-suit fit and takes the partnership to best game contract.

3. SUGGESTING NOTRUMP
If the partnership doesn't appear to have a major-suit fit, responder can suggest 
playing in Notrump, even if the partnership has found a minor-suit fit. 9 tricks are usually 
easier than 11.

Opener's priority is to rebid the ♠ suit to show the extra length. With no fit for ♠s, responder 
suggests playing the contract in notrump. There's no point in showing the ♥ suit to look for a 
fit. Opener would have bid 2♥ rather than 2♠, holding four or more ♥s. Opener is happy to 
accept responder's choice of notrump, having already shown the six-card ♠ suit.

4. BIDDING FOURTH SUIT
In standard methods, responder often needs to find a forcing rebid to get more information 
from opener to help decide How HIGH and WHERE the partnership belongs. Since 
responder's bid of an old suit—a suit previously bid by the partnership—is not forcing in 
many auctions, most partnerships use responder's bid of the fourth suit as an artificial game-
forcing bid. When playing 2/1 Game Force, however, there is no need to use fourth suit this 
way, since the partnership is already committed to game after a 2/1 response. Instead, fourth 
suit takes on one of two meanings:

1. Responder doesn't know what else to bid, or 
2. Responder has a legitimate two-suited hand. Responder's next bid will clarify the 

situation.

Responder's 2♣ bid commits the partnership to game, but responder still doesn't know which 
game after hearing first two bids. The partnership may belong in ♠s, ♥s, ♣s or NT. Responder 
doesn't want to bid 2♣, since that put the partnership in a seven-card fit. Similarly, responder 
want to bid 3♥, since that might be a seven-card fit- Responder doesn't want to rebid 3♣, 
since that would tend to show suit. And responder doesn't want to bid notrump with no 
stopper in ♦s. So So responder bids 3♦ as a 'punt'—"l don't know what else to do. In this 
example once opener shows the extra length in ♠s, responder now is happy to raise to game in 
♠s.”
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In standard methods, responder often needs to find a forcing rebid to get more information from opener to 
help decide How HIGH and WHERE the partnership belongs. Since responder's bid of an old suit—a suit 
previously bid by the partnership—is not forcing in many auctions, most partnerships use responder's bid of 
the fourth suit as an artificial game-forcing bid. When playing 2/1 Game Force, however, there is no need to 
use fourth suit this way, since the partnership is already committed to game after a 2/1 response. Instead, 
fourth suit takes on one of two meanings: FOURTH SUIT AFTER 2/1
Responder's* bid of the fourth suit after an initial 2/1 Game Forcing response says either:
• Responder doesn't know what else to bid, or
• Responder has a legitimate two-suited hand Responder's next bid will clarify the situation.

*Opener can also use fourth suit if it is still available.

On Layout #4: East passes. South opens 1 ♠, North makes a 2/1 response of 2 ♣ and South shows the second 
suit with a 2 ♦ rebid. North can now rebid the ♣s to show the extra length without any fear of being passed 
below game.

Over North's 3 ♣, South has to decide what to do next. Rebidding ♠s would show a six-card suit; rebidding ♦s 
would show a five-card suit; raising ♣s would take the partnership beyond 3 NT; and bidding 3 NT would 
tend to show a stopper in ♥s. So South bids 3 ♥, the fourth suit. The bid of the fourth suit is artificial, saying 
nothing about ♥s. With a good holding in ♥s, South could bid 3 NT. It says, "I'm not sure WHERE we 
belong." With nothing in hearts, North shows some help in spades. With three-card support, North would have 
raised spades earlier. South knows partner doesn't have three spades, but can't bid notrump with nothing in ♥. 
So South settles for game in ♠s.
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On Layout #5: With stoppers in the 4th suit - ♦s in this case, opener is expected to bid notrump with 
no other special feature to show. This is often exactly what responder is hoping will do. After all 
responder could bid notrump with so values in the 4th suit. For example: 

With stoppers in the unbid suit, diamonds, responder can suggest a notrump contract instead of 
bidding the 4th suit. With such moderate values, there is little value in bidding 3♦ as a natural suit. 
Opener has shown length in ♥ and ♠, so notrump is probably best.
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On layout 1: South opens the bidding 1♠. What is North’s response? (1NT.) With 7 high-card points and no 
support for spades, North starts with a forcing 1NT response.  South rebids 2♣. What call does North make? 
(Pass.) Although the 1NT response was forcing, opener’s 2♣ rebid is not. responder isn’t required to bid again 
unless opener makes a reverse or a jump shift. With a clear preference for clubs, North should pass.  It’s 
possible that South has only a three-card club suit, but North should not be concerned about that. It’s more 
likely that South has four or five clubs. Besides, if South has chosen to bid a three-card club suit, it must be 
because South has only a five-card spade suit and no four-card suit. The 4–3 fit in clubs should be better than 
a 5–1 fit in spades.

On Layout 2:  South opens the bidding 1♠. What is North’s response? (1NT.) With only a doubleton spade, 
North would respond with a forcing 1NT. South rebids 2♣. What call does North make? (2♠.) With three 
clubs and only two spades, it would appear that North prefers clubs to spades. Even playing standard 
methods, however, there are good reasons for returning to 2♠ instead of passing 2♣:
• South is known to have a five-card spade suit and is likely to have only a four-card club suit. returning to 2♠
will put the partnership in the 5–2 fit, which should play as well, or better, than the 4–3 fit.
• Bidding 2♠ is more flexible than passing 2♣, since it gives opener another opportunity to bid. Opener could 
have a medium-strength hand of 16 to 18 points — just short of a jump shift. Bidding 2♠ will allow opener to 
show extra strength, perhaps getting the partnership to a close game.

Opener will know that responder has only a doubleton spade. With three-card support, responder would have 
raised right away. If opener has five spades and five clubs, opener may bid 3♣, showing the full shape of the 
hand and allowing the partnership to play in its eight card fit.
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• A part score in a major suit will score better than a part score in a minor suit, if the same number of tricks 
can be taken in either strain —or sometimes even when an extra trick can be taken in the minor suit.

When playing forcing 1NT, there is an extra incentive for returning to the major suit when holding only 
three-card support for the minor suit. responder may have been forced to bid a three-card minor suit, and 
you don’t want the partnership playing in a 3–3 fit. returning to the doubleton spade with three-card support 
for the minor suit is referred to as giving false preference. Experienced players sometimes give false 
preference with four-card support for the minor suit and two-card support for the major suit.

On Layout 3: South opens 1♠. What call does North make? (1NT.) With 11 high card points, North isn’t 
strong enough to respond in a new suit at the two level since that would be game forcing. Instead, North 
settles for a forcing 1NT response. Over the 1NT response, South rebids 2♣. What call does North make? 
(2NT.) By rebidding 2NT, North is showing 11 or 12 points, inviting opener to bid game with a little more 
than a bare minimum. It is not a weak bid. North is showing a hand that wasn’t quite strong enough for a 
two-over-one response with some length and strength in the unbid suits.
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On Layout 4: South opens the bidding 1♠. What does North respond? (1NT.) With 11 high-card points, North 
isn’t strong enough to make a game-forcing two-over-one response. With only three-card support, North can’t 
make an immediate limit raise to 3♠. Instead, North starts with a forcing 1NT response. Over the 1NT 
response, South rebids 2♣. What call does North make? (3♠.) North is too strong for a simple preference back 
to 2♠, which would show a minimum response and only a doubleton spade. Instead, North shows a limit raise 
with 3♠.  This sequence shows a limit raise of partner’s major with only three-card support. South can pass or 
continue to game.

Suppose South opened 1♥ instead of 1♠. How would North plan to respond? (Similar manner.) North would 
make a similar plan to show the strength for a limit raise with three-card support. North would start with 1NT, 
planning to bid 3♥ at the next opportunity.  If South rebids 2♣, for example, North would give jump 
preference to 3♥. If South were to rebid 2♥, North would raise to 3♥. 

Suppose South opens 1♥, North responds 1NT and South rebids 2♦. What call does North make? (3♥.) 
Despite the four-card support for diamonds, North should follow through with the original plan and give jump 
preference to 3♥. It’s more likely that the partnership can make game in the major suit than the minor suit.  
This is another example of false preference. North could make an invitational raise to 3♥, but inviting game in 
hearts is the more practical choice

On Layout 5: South opens 1♠. What is North’s response? (1NT.) North has 5 high card points plus 2 length 
points for the six-card suit. That’s not enough for a two-over-one response, so North would start by bidding 
1NT.  
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Over North’s 1NT response, South rebids 2♣. What call does North make? (2♣.) Now North can afford to 
bid 2♥. This shows a five-card or longer heart suit with a hand too weak to respond 2♥ over 1♠. It also 
implies that North doesn’t care much for either spades or clubs. South will usually pass and leave North to 
play part score in hearts, unless South has exceptional distribution or extra strength.  Suppose South opens 
1♠, North responds 1NT and South rebids 2♦,
What call does North make? (Pass.) Having found a fit in diamonds, North should pass. There’s no need to 
look for a fit in hearts. South has shown at least five spades and four diamonds, so there’s not much room 
left for hearts. South could have a singleton or void in hearts.

On Layout 6: Suppose South opens 1♠. What does North respond? (1NT.) With 10 high-card points plus 
2 length points for the six-card suit, North doesn’t have quite enough for a game-forcing two-over-one 
response. Instead North starts with a forcing 1NT.  Over North’s 1NT, South rebids 2♣. What call does 
North make? (3♥.) A rebid of 2♥ would show a weak hand with five or more hearts. Instead, North should 
jump to 3♥, showing a good six-card or longer suit and a hand of invitational strength —just under the 
strength for a two-over one response.  South can pass the jump to 3♥ with a minimum opening, since 
South knows North wasn’t quite strong enough to bid 2♠ over the 1♠ opening. With a little extra, however, 
South can continue to game.  

Would the auction go any differently if North passed originally, and South opened 1♠? (Yes.) As a passed 
hand, a 1NT response would not be forcing. Instead, North can simply respond 2♥. This is no longer game 
forcing, since North passed originally. In fact, it isn’t even forcing. South could pass the 2♥ response.  
Some students might point out that North might have opened with a weak 2♥ bid.

Summary The 1NT forcing response is only a one–round force. Opener must bid again, but responder 
doesn’t have to bid again unless opener makes a forcing bid — a reverse or a jump shift. Since the 1NT 
response covers a wide range, however, responder should plan on making an invitational rebid with any 
hand of 11 or 12 points.
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1) 2♠. West has at least five spades but could have only a three-card diamond suit. East should put the 
partnership in its seven-card fit. That also gives West another opportunity to bid with a medium-strength 
hand. 

2) Pass. Even if West has only three diamonds, this looks like the best spot for the partnership. 
3) 2♥. This shows a five-card or longer heart suit but not enough to respond 2♥ initially. West can pass or 

return to 2♠ with good spades and a singleton or void in hearts. 
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3) 2NT. This is an invitational bid, showing 11 or 12 points. 
4) 3♠. This shows a limit raise in spades with only three-card support. 
5) 3♥. This is highly invitational, but West can pass with a minimum and no fit. It shows the type of 
hand where East would respond 2♥, if the partnership weren’t playing two-over-one game forcing.
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On Layout #1: Suppose South opens 1♥, and West passes. What would North respond? (1NT.) If West passes, 
North would make the usual 1NT forcing response, waiting to hear North’s rebid before deciding what to do 
next.  Suppose South opens 1♥, and West overcalls 1♠. What call does North make? (Double.) West’s overcall 
changes the situation. North can now make a negative double to describe this hand — support for the unbid 
suits and enough strength to compete at the two level.  

When the opponents interfere over partner’s major-suit opening, responder is given additional options such as 
passing, making a negative double and cuebidding. This means that there is no need to use the 1NT forcing 
convention after interference. It reverts to a natural bid.

On Layout #2: South opens 1♥, and West overcalls 1♠. What call does North make? (1NT/Double.) North has 
a choice. With strength in the opponent’s suit,

North can make a natural, non-forcing, 1NT call. North could also make a negative double to show support 
for the unbid suits. It’s a matter of judgment, but 1NT is probably the more practical call.  Suppose South 
opens 1♥, and West makes a takeout double. What call does North make? (1NT.) West’s double removes the 
forcing 1NT convention. Instead, North can make a natural 1NT response, which South could pass with a 
minimum balanced hand.

On Layout #3: Suppose South opens 1♥, and West passes. What call would North make? (1NT.) North doesn’t 
have quite enough to bid 2♣, which would be a game-forcing two-over-one response. Instead, North would 
start with a forcing 1NT response.  Suppose South opens 1♥, and West overcalls 1♠. What call would North 
make? (2♣.) After the 1♠ overcall, a response of 1NT would be natural, showing 6 to 10 points and some 
strength in spades. The two-over one game force, however, is
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1) Pass. East shows a weak hand with five or more hearts. Looks like this is the best part score. East hasn’t 
shown support for either of West’s suits.
2) 4♥ East shows a hand of limit-raise strength with only three-card support for hearts. With more than a 
minimum, West accepts the invitation.
3) Pass. When the opponents interfere, the 1NT response is no longer forcing.
4) 3NT. East shows 11 or 12 points and strength in the unbid suits. West accepts the invitation.
5) Pass. East’s raise is invitational, showing 11 or 12 points. With a minimum opening, West doesn’t want to 
get any higher. West should not worry about the clubs; East knows West could have a three-card suit.

also off after the overcall. North can respond 2♣. This is forcing, but not game forcing.

On Layout 4:  What would North open? (1♠.) With 12 high-card points and two five card suits, North would 
open in the higher-ranking suit, 1♠. East passes, and South responds 1NT. If West passes, what call would 
North make? (2♦.) North would show a second suit by bidding 2♦. Suppose North opens 1♠, East passes and 
South responds 1NT. West now overcalls 2♣. What call does North make? (2♦) West’s overcall doesn’t 
prevent North from showing the second suit by bidding 2♦.  Suppose North opens 1♠, East passes and South 
responds 1NT. West now overcalls 2♥. What call does North make? (Pass.) West’s overcall has made it 
difficult for North to conveniently show the second suit. Bidding 3♦ with a minimum opening bid might get 
the partnership too high.
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South’s 1NT response doesn’t guarantee any more than 6 points, and South’s high cards might be in the 
club suit. Although the 1NT response is forcing if West passes, North doesn’t have to bid if West interferes. 
North should pass. Passing doesn’t end the auction. South will still get another opportunity to bid. With a 
hand of invitational strength, South will take some action — perhaps reopening with a cooperative double. 
Now North will be able to bid the diamonds without promising any extra strength.

Suppose North opens 1♠, East passes, South responds 1NT, and West overcalls 2♦. What call does North 
make? (Pass/Double.) West’s interference relieves North from the obligation of bidding. North could pass. 
North, however, might prefer to make a penalty double in this situation — assuming that is the partnership 
agreement. Whether North chooses to make a penalty double may depend on the quality of the diamond 
suit. 

The standard agreement would be that North’s double is for penalty in this auction. Some partnerships, 
however, would have the agreement that North’s double would be for takeout — making it very 
unattractive on this hand!

On Layout 5:  What would North open? (1♠.) With 12 high-card points and a five-card suit, North would 
open 1♠.  East passes and South responds 1NT. If West passes, what call would North make? (2♣/2♦.) Since 
the 1NT response is forcing and North doesn’t have a six-card spade suit, North has to manufacture a bid in 
a three card minor suit. With three cards in both minors, the standard practice is to bid 2♣ — although the 
disparity in the strength of the two suits might sway North to bid 2♦.

Suppose North opens 1♠, East passes, South responds 1NT, and West comes in with an overcall of 2♣. 
What call does North make? (Pass.) West’s overcall has removed North’s obligation to bid after the forcing 
1NT response. North doesn’t have to manufacture a rebid on a three-card suit. Instead, North can pass. 
Bidding 2♦ in this situation would promise a four card or longer diamond suit.

Summary: Although the 1NT response to 1♥ or 1♠ is forcing if the opponents are silent, the situation 
changes if the opponents interfere. If there is a takeout double or an overcall over the opening bid, the 1NT 
response is natural, non forcing. If an opponent interferes after a forcing 1NT response, opener doesn’t 
have to bid unless it is convenient to do so.
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